
 
 
212.Smoke Bombs            by Exodus 
 
One type of pyrotechnic device that might be employed by a terrorist in many way would be a smoke bomb. Such a device could conceal the 
getaway route, or cause a diversion, or simply provide cover. Such a device, were it to produce enough smoke that smelled bad enough, could 
force the evacuation of a building, for example. Smoke bombs are not difficult to make. Although the military smoke bombs employ powdered 
white phosphorus or titanium compounds, such materials are usually unavailable to even the most well-equipped terrorist. Instead, he/she 
would have to make the smoke bomb for themselves. 
 
Most homemade smoke bombs usually employ some type of base powder, such as black powder or pyrodex, to support combustion. The base 
material will burn well, and provide heat to cause the other materials in the device to burn, but not completely or cleanly. Table sugar, mixed 
with sulfur and a base material, produces large amounts of smoke. Sawdust, especially if it has a small amount of oil in it, and a base powder 
works well also. Other excellent smoke ingredients are small pieces of rubber, finely ground plastics, and many chemical mixtures.  The 
material in road flares can be mixed with sugar and sulfur and a base powder produces much smoke. Most of the fuel-oxidizer mixtures, if the 
ratio is not correct, produce much smoke when added to a base powder. The list of possibilities goes on and on. The trick to a successful 
smoke bomb also lies in the container used. A plastic cylinder works well, and contributes to the smoke produced. The hole in the smoke bomb 
where the fuse enters must be large enough to allow the material to burn without causing an explosion. This is another plus for plastic 
containers, since they will melt and burn when the smoke material ignites, producing an opening large enough to prevent an explosion. 
 

---SIMPLE SMOKE--- 
The following reaction should produce a fair amount of smoke. Since this reaction is not all that dangerous you can use larger amounts if 
necessary 
 
• 6 pt. ZINC POWDER 
• 1 pt. SULFUR POWDER 
 
Insert a red hot wire into the pile, step back. 
 

---COLORED FLAMES--- 
Colored flames can often be used as a signaling device for terrorists. By putting a ball of colored flame material in a rocket; the rocket, when 
the ejection charge fires, will send out a burning colored ball. The materials that produce the different colors of flames appear below. 

 
COLOR MATERIAL  USED IN 
Red Strontium Salts Road Flares                   
  [Strontium Nitrate]  Red Sparklers 
Green Barium Salts  Green Sparklers                
  [Barium Nitrate]  
Yellow  Sodium Salts  Gold Sparklers                 
  [Sodium Nitrate]  
Blue Powdered Copper  Blue Sparklers                
    Old Pennies  
White Powdered Magnesium -or- Firestarters                  
  Aluminum Aluminum Foil 
Purple Potassium Permanganate  Purple Fountains              
    Treating Sewage 

 
 
213.Firecrackers            by Exodus 
 
A simple firecracker can be made from cardboard tubing and epoxy. The instructions are below: 
 
 
1.Cut a small piece of cardboard tubing from the tube you are using. "Small" means anything less than 4 times the diameter of the tube. 
2.Set the section of tubing down on a piece of wax paper, and fill it with epoxy and the drying agent to a height of 3/4 the diameter  of the 

tubing. Allow the epoxy to dry to maximum hardness, as specified on the package.  
3.When it is dry, put a small hole in the middle of the tube, and insert a desired length of fuse. 
4.Fill the tube with any type of flame-sensitive explosive. Flash powder, pyrodex, black powder, potassium picrate, lead azide, nitrocellulose, 

or any of the fast burning fuel-oxidizer mixtures will do nicely. Fill the tube almost to the top. 
5.Pack the explosive tightly in the tube with a wad of tissue paper and a pencil or other suitable ramrod. Be sure to leave enough space for 

more epoxy. 
6.Fill the remainder of the tube with the epoxy and hardener, and allow it to dry. 
7.For those who wish to make spectacular firecrackers, always use flash powder, mixed with a small amount of other material for colors. By 

crushing the material on a sparkler, and adding it to the flash powder, the explosion will be the same color as the sparkler. By adding small 
chunks of sparkler material, the device will throw out colored burning sparks, of the same color as the sparkler. By adding powdered iron, 


